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Call for synthetic (systematic) reviews (expressions of interest)
The International Initiative for Impact Evaluation (3ie) has been created to enhance development effectiveness through the promotion of evidence-based policy-making. 3ie will be funding new studies of the impact of development interventions, and undertaking reviews of existing studies (synthetic/systematic reviews). This call is to invite expressions of interest (EOIs) to undertake synthetic reviews on any development-related theme. Reviews are to be restricted to interventions in low and middle-income countries, though may also draw on evidence from developed countries on the basis of existing reviews for those countries. It is hoped to award contracts for the undertaking of up to four reviews under this call.
3ie is partnering with the Campbell Collaboration (C2) (www.campbellcollaboration.org) in the production of synthetic/systematic reviews. All reviews will be registered with C2, and the protocols and reviews submitted to C2.  Accordingly reviews must satisfy C2 criteria. 3ie’s approach is also influenced by the realist perspective, which stresses the importance to recognizing how outcomes may vary by context. In practice this means: (1) setting the outcome review in the broader context of the underlying program theory, reporting evidence on all assumptions and links in the causal chain, not only outcomes; and (2) examining the variation in reported outcomes, not only their mean. An example of this approach is van der Knapp et al. (2008). 
The expression of interest should include the following: (1) topic of the review; (2) name and CV(s) of lead researcher(s); (3) a list of possible studies to be included in the review (this list need not be comprehensive, but is required to show that there are at least three studies to be reviewed in the proposed topic area); (4) proposed study time line and budget (based on assumption that the work can start during January 2009).  3ie encourages proposals from researchers based in developing countries, and proposals including such researchers in the study team.
Successful EOIs will be invited to submit a draft protocol for the review, together with the CVs of all team members and budget. The budget should include dissemination activities, including participation in either or both the Cairo impact evaluation conference in April 2009 and the C2 Colloquium in Oslo in May 2009.
Expressions of interest should be sent to proposals@3ieimpact.org by Friday 5th December 2008. Any enquiries regarding this call should be sent to Hugh Waddington at hwaddington@3ieimpact.org.
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