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Since 2017, 3ie has been publishing examples
of evidence uptake and use in the 3ie evidence
use series. Each brief showcases a 3ie-funded
evaluation or systematic review and analyses
how context, actors and other mechanisms
contributed to or limited the use of evidence in
policies and programmes.

About the impact evaluation

The 3ie-supported impact evaluation by Esther
Duflo and colleagues (2013) used a randomised
controlled trial with two treatment arms to show
how changes to third-party audit norms in 233 of
473 audit-eligible firms, combined with
rechecking of a random set of the auditors’ work,
affected auditors’ independence in measuring
and reporting emissions to enable better
regulation of industrial pollution.
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About this brief

This brief examines the factors that have contributed to the uptake
and use of evidence from the 3ie-supported impact evaluation during
and after it was conducted, between 2009 and 2013. The analysis
emphasises context and plausible mechanisms for evidence uptake
and use, drawing from the realist framework of theorising how
change takes place.?2 The authors used contribution tracing methods
to test the causal claims about how study findings have been used
and how they have contributed to changes.

The authors relied on 3ie’s extensive monitoring data collected
during the study, including grant documents and regular study
reporting, using 3ie’s stakeholder engagement and evidence uptake
and use plan. They also reviewed online data, including court
judgements, news reports and seminar papers relating to the study,
and conducted phone interviews with principal investigators in 2018
and 2019.

The authors conducted this investigation six years after the study
was completed. Only a limited number of research team members
and implementing agency staff could be interviewed. To address this
limitation, the brief draws from research and interviews carried out in
2014 by 3ie’s then partner, Centre for Poverty Analysis, and from
videos of presentations by key stakeholders that are available online.
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